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AhsiuagT. Gambeya nvangensis is shown to have eral times over the years, during November—Janu- 


been based on a mixed collection. The name* 


ary, in both chimpanzee and gorilla dung (White & 


leetotypiiied and the species, with an amended dr- Abernethy, 1997: 186), but it was not until Novem- 


seription, is translerred to Synsepalum. 


Gum bey a nvangensis Pellegrin was recognized in 
1924 and illustrate*d four years late*r (Pellegrin, 


28 ). based on 1a 




1786 , a collection from 
thr Trlubanga region of southwestern Gabon. In- 
cinch'd in this gathering were flower-bearing 
branchlcts as well as detached seeds. Pellegrin s 
assumption that these two elements represented 
out' species appears to have misled him in his ge¬ 
neric placement of the species. He commented that 
in its general habit and reticulate foliar nervation, 
G . nvangensis approached G. africana (G. Don) 
Pierre, but offered no other justific ation for his rec¬ 
ognition of the new species in Gambeya* However* 
the 5 fact that the seeds of both G. africana and G. 
subnuda (Baker) Pierre (tvpe species of Gambeya) 
resemble those assumed to belong to his new taxon 
in having a linear hilum may also have influenc ed 
his decision. That some doubt about it existed in 


hi 


mine 


1 is suggested by his statement that the 
flowers < if G. nvangensis are very similar to those 


her 1990 that a fruiting specimen was located and 
collected. It proved impossible* to identify this spec¬ 
imen, and a number of trees were monitored for 
flowering activity. In June 1996 flowering material 

was collected that matches verv well the flower- 

0 

bearing branchlcts <if the type of G. nvangensis . 
Since the* rveemtlv collected st*eds have* a much 

■flr 

wider hilum than do those of the tvpe (>15 mm vs. 
ea. 3 mm), it is now evident that the* type* collection 
is a mixture*, and the* name* is le*ctotypifie*d below 
in accordance* with Article's 9.9 and 9.10 e>l the* 

Code (Greuter e*t a)., 1994). 

In Aubivville's key to genera in the Hare du 
Gabon , tin* recent material would le*ad to \froser- 
salisia* but that genus is now recognized as a syn¬ 
onym of an inclusive Synsepalum. hase*d on the* 
convincing work of Pe nnington (1991). Other Ga¬ 
bonese genera similarly now included in Syrisepal - 
um are Pachystela , Tulestea , anel \ ineentella. The* 
nt*ce*ssar\ combination in Synsepal um is made be*- 
low, and an amended description of the* species is 
presented. 


of Chrysophyllum sect. Zevhere ihi, in particular 
those of 6. longipedn ellatum De* Wildeman. 

Aubreville (1961) stated flatly that G. nvangensis 
is not really a Gambeya* Nevertheless, lacking the 

intac t fruit, lie* felt it be*st to leave the* species the*re*, 
while e*e‘hoing Pelle'griifs thoughts on Zeyherella 
and adding Pachvstehi and Keehnusa to the* list of 

tly pointed 

out that the seed of Le Testu 1786 predudevs the 
use* of edthe*! Pachystela or Zeyherella. 

«K* 

Re*ce*nt collecting in central Gabon has vie*lde*d 
spe*cime*ns that resolve this puzzle*. In January 1988 
rc*searchers at the Station d'Ltude*s des Gorillevs et 
Chimpanzees in the Lop6 Reserve found chimpanzee 


Synsepalum nyangense (IYllt*grin) McPhe*rson & 

* corn!), nov. Basionym: Gambeya 


1 



nvangensis Pellegrin, Bull. Mus. Hist. Nat 
(Paris) 1924: 327. TYPE: Gabon. Mavombe 


generic candidate's. Aubre'vuie* eorrrc 



bayaka, Tchibanga, 16 Sep. 1914, L i Testa 

1786 (lectotype*, designated here. P (lowering 
branchlcts; isoleelotype, M( *). 

Amended description: Tree 20—35 m. 40-80 cm 

DBM, sometimes with narrow buttresses 2—1* m 
high, trunk somewhat flutcii. twisted, or irregular. 
Bark orange-brown or orange-gray, flaky. Exudate 
white. Leaves mostly clustered at cuds ol branch- 

w 

lets, these appressed-puhescent hut quickly gla- 
dung containing a Sapotac*eae* se*e*d that did not cor- brate, 5—8 mm diam.; blades obovate or oblong. 


respond to any spe*eie*s illustrated bv Aubivvilh* (I 1— )15—25(—3 1) cm long, (8.7—)5.5—10(—13) cm 
( 1961). Seeds of the same* specie's were* found sev- wide*, base* attenuate* and smoothly merging with the* 
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petiole, apex rounded hut with a short (to 5 nun), 


The trees occur in patches in mature forest, often 


obtuse acumen in undamaged leaves, midrib prom- along ridge lines at ca. 500—700 m throughout the 

inent abaxiallv, much less so adaxiallv. lateral veins Lope Reserve, reaching densities of 3-5 adult trees 

(9-)10-12 on eac h side of the midrib, the finer ve- per hectare 4 on Mount Yindo. at 00°13'S, 11°34'E, 

nation subparallel and visible on both surfaces, where* they art* particularly common, 

these at first appressed-pubeseent but quickly gla- 
brate; petiole 4 



2-4.: 


> cm 



ate; stip¬ 



ules absent. Flowers in fascicles in the axils of f< 
en leaves; pedicels 1—5 mm, accrescent in 




to 


10—15 mm long, pubescent; calyx of 5 (rarely 6) 
sepals, 3 mm long, 2 mm wide, fused one-third to 


one- 



of length, fawn, pubescent abaxiallv and 
adaxiallv; corolla of 5 (rarely 6) petals, glabrous, 
corolla tube 1 mm long, corolla lobes 1.5—3 min 
long, imbricate in bud, green; stamens 5, inserted 


on the throat of the* corolla tube, filament 


s ca. 


1 




mm long, usually kinked centrally, anthers apicu- 
, ca. 1 mm long; staminodes absent; ovarv 5- 
1 ocular, pubescent with pate brown hairs, style gla¬ 
brous. Fruits t—5.7 cm long (on diving), 2.5—3 cm 
diam., yellow-orange or yellow, llesh Iranslucent 

white, sweet; seed 3/1—4.7 cm long including 2—3 
min apieulum, ea. 2 cm wide. ca. 1.5 cm 


h 




soinrwm 


ea. two- 




"rallv compressed, hi Iuni occupy in 
s of the seed surface, it 


s s 



are ? 



tan- 


lowly reticulate, testa smoother hut not shiny 
bryo with plano-convex cotvledons, endosperm ab¬ 
sent. 

FI owering is in June—July, and fruits ripen from 
November to January. Immature seeds are eaten by 

wr ^ 

black eolobus, Colohus satanns. Ripe fruits art 4 con- 
suined in large quantities hv gorillas (Gorilla 
rilld) and chimpanzees (Pan L troglodytes), both of 
which swallow sect Is intact and disperse 
their dung, and by smaller primates that may trans¬ 
port seeds short distanc es from the parent tree. 


&, I/O- 
n n 
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Specimens studied. GABON. INvanga: iwavomne pay- 

aka, Tehibanga, 16 Sep. 1914, I a* Testa I7H(> (MO. I *). 
OgoiMie-lvindo: Lop^-Okanda Reserve, full SW of 
SbGC. cm. 200 m. I .) Mov. 1993, McPh erson It)!89 ( I .BY. 

MO): hope Reserve. West Woods Transect, open forest. 25 
Nov. 1990. L White 0228 (MO): Lope Reserve. Camel 
Ridge. Nov. 1995. A, While 1172 (MO); hope Reserve* 
Camel Ridge, main re forest, 000 m. I, Nov. 190.5. A. 



e 1527 . 1528 , 1529 U 
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; I,ope Reserve. ( amel 


ge. malnre forest, 700 m. 25 June* 1990, I 
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